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I n  order to ensure that tap water Is safe to d rink, EPA prescribes regulations which l imit the amount of certain contaminants i n  water provided by publ ic 
water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water wh ich must provide the same protection for public health. 

Some people may be more vu lnerable to contami nants in drin king water th an t he general popu lation. 
Contaminants may be found in drin king water tnat may cause taste, color, or odor problems,  These types of problems are not necessarily causes for health 
concerns. For more Information on taste, odor, or color of drinking water, please contact the system's bus iness of

f

ice. 

lmmuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with 
HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and Infants can be particularly at risk from Infections. These people should seek advice about 
drinking water from their health ca re providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of Infection by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotli ne (800-426-4791) . 

Lead can cause serious health effects in people of all ages, especially pregnant people, infants (both formula-fed and breastfed), and young child ren. Lead i n  
drinking water Is primarily from materials and pa rts u sed i n  service lines and In home p lumbing , NORTHWEST FDREST MUD i s  responsib le for providing high 
qua lity drinking water and removing lead pipes but cannot control the variety of matertals used in the p lumbing in your home. Because lead levels may va ry 
over time, lead exposure is possible even when your tap sampling results do not detect l ea d  at one point In time. You can help protect yourself and your 
family by Identifying and removing lead materia l s  within your home p lumbing and taking steps to reduce your family's risk. Using a filter, certified by an 
American National Standards Institute accredited certifier to reduce lead, Is effective In reducing lead exposures. Follow the instructic>ns provided with the 
filter to ensure the filter is used properly. Use only cold water for drinking, cooking, and mak i ng baby formula. Boiling water does not remove lead from 
water. Before using  tap water for drinking, cooking, or making baby formula, flush your pipes for several minutes. You can do this by running your tap, 
taking a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. If you have a lead serv ice l ine or galvan ized requiring replacement service line, you may need to flush 
you r pipes for a longer period. If you are concerned about lead in you r water and wish to have your water tested, contact NORTHWEST FOREST MUD at 
409-892-0889 . Information on lead In drink ing water, testing methods, and steps vou can take to minimize exposure Is available at
https://www.epa ,gov /safewater/lead.

A service line inventory has been prepared and can be accessed jnwfmud.org , Tra m Road, Beaumont, Texas). 

In the tables below, you wi l l  fin d  many terms and abbreviations you might not be fami l i ar with . To help you better understand these terms, we've provided 
tne following defin itions: 

Actio n Level (Al): The concentration of a contaminant wh ich, If exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 
Action Leyel Goal (ALGI: The level of a contaminant In dr inking water below which there i s  no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow fora margin of safety. 
Level 1 Assessment: A Level 1 assessment ts a study of the water system to Ide ntlly potential p ro bl ems and determine (If possible) why total coliform bacteria have been 
found in our water system. 
Level 2 Assessment: A Level 2 asseS!ment ts a very deta i led study of the water system to Identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coll MCL viola tion 
has occurred and/or why total coliform bacteria have been fou nd In our water system on multi ple occasions. 
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that Is allowed in d rinkl ng water. MCLs a re set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best 
available treatment technolosy. 
Ma:-<lmym (011taminant Level Goa l  gr MCLG: The le"Vel of a contaminant in dri nking water below whlch there Is no known or expected risk to health, MCLGs a llow for a 
margin of safety. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level goa l  or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disi nfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health .  MRDLGs do not 
reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control microblal contaminants. 
Maximum residyal disi nfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a dis infectant allowed in drinking water. There Is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is 
necessary for control of microbial contaminants. 
Treatment Technique or TT: A required process Intended to reduce the lewel of a cont.:iminarit !.n dr inking water. 
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